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Chapter 1 abstract

@ Humans started to inhabit the Japanese Islands from Pleistocene glaciation.
Around 10,000 B.C., the “Jomon culture” noted for centering on original
life began to develop. In the fourth century B.C., chipped stone tools
were replaced by using iron and bronze tools, and fishing and hunting were
replaced by farming; the “Yayoi culture” thus began.

@ Japanese history is first recorded in Chinese history texts from this period. In
the texts, the tributary envoys from the Wa people sent to China is
considered led by Queen Himiko from the country of Yamatai.

@ In the third century A.D., huge ancient tombs founded in the Yamato region
(today Nara Prefecture) are regarded as a symbol for the unification of
Japan. The coalition government centered the Grand King (later the Emperor
of Japan) associated itself with mythology. Meanwhile, cultural diversity
was enriched at that time by “Toraijin” (immigrants) bringing to Japan
characters, Buddhism, Confucianism, and so on.
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