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Chapter 7 abstract

@ The Modern Age was also called the Edo period or the Tokugawa period. It
started when Tokugawa leyasu established Tokugawa Shogunate in 1603,
and ended in 1867. During the reign, in order to maintain social order, the
Shogunate implemented Sakoku Edict (foreigners-forbidden foreign
relationship policy). During the time, domestic industries flourished and
cities were developed rapidly, especially the ones so-called the three
Capitals: Edo, Osaka and Kyoto. Aside from the revival of economy, the
cities were prosperous with rich folk culture. In general, the plebeian life
was vital in this era, thus the culture of this period was also called Chonin
(townsman) culture.

@ The culture of the early Modern Age was called “Kanei culture.” In the
early 17" century, Zhu Xi's Confucianism became more prevalent.
Concerning literature, Kanazoshi genre (books written in Kana) was wildly
accepted, and haikai_(comic linked verse) of Teimon school and Danrin
school were popular. As to ancient technologies on artifacts, earthenware
was most notable. Moreover, the industries of textiles, printing, wine
making and soy sauce brewing were all well-developed.
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