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Chapter 5 abstract

@ The Muromachi period was an era of the transitions from the old power to
the new; plebeians started to appear on the stage of Japanese history, and-
the society was enriched by peasant and merchant classes as well.

® The Muromachi period could be divided into two parts according to its
cultural characteristics: “Kitayama culture” in the first half period, and
“Higashiyama culture” in the second half. Ashikaga Yoshimitsu
(1358-1408), the 3" shogun (general and leader) of the feudal government,
reunified the Northern and Southern courts, leading to the most prosperous
Kitayama culture in this period. And Higashiyama culture represented the
culture under the ruling of Ashikaga Yoshimasa, the 8" shogun. Compared
to Kitayama culture, which was affected by the Kuge (nobility) culture,
Higashiyama culture was a reflection of Zen culture.

@ Another characteristic of this era was that the cultural activities were spread
wildly, including tea ceremony, Ikebana (art of flower arrangement),
Japanese gardens and architectures, and Renga (Japanese collaborative
poetry). The wild spread of culture was a result of nobility ran-away from
Kyoto due to civil wars, especially the Onin War (1467-1477).
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