Survey of Selected Western

Classics

Unit 12: Emily Dickinson

H

FURERBHREBNRR BV #U%

NERIBIEEENM A

The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Reading Edition, edited by R. W. Franklin,
published by The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1999.

The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Variorum Edition, edited by R. W. Franklin,
published by The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1998.

FERESIRAORE > FBEEBITERE -

National Taiwan Universi ity
# OpenCourseWare

v AR AR



‘@@@@\ (ZEEBRBEZHAS > K RACC
£ gk

Mt iRn—EREE - HRABAEl 8E3.0
hR¥ZHERE L]

§
Poems by Emily Dickinson (1830-1886), |
Selected and translated by Prof. Chen-chen Tseng B2
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Poem 1313

September's Baccalaureate

A combination is

Of Crickets -- Crows -- and Retrospects
And a dissembling Breeze

That hints without assuming --

An Innuendo sear

That makes the Heart put up its Fun --
And turn Philosopher. (1873)
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(Manuscript of Poem 1313)
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Poem 112

Success is counted sweetest
By those who ne'er succeed.
To comprehend a nectar
Requires sorest need.

Not one of all the purple Host
Who took the Flag today

Can tell the definition

So clear of Victory

As he defeated--dying--

On whose forbidden ear

The distant strains of triumph
Burst agonized and clear!
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"I bring you a chill Gift--My Cricket, and the Snow-- A base return indeed,
for the delightful Book, which I infer from you, but an earnest one..."
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Poem 895

Further in Summer than the Birds-
Pathetic from the Grass-

A minor Nation celebrates

Its unobtrusive Mass.

No Ordinance be seen-

So gradual the Grace

A gentle Custom it becomes-
Enlarging Loneliness-.

Antiquest felt at Noon-
When August burning low
Arise this spectral Canticle
Repose to typify-

Remit as yet no Grace-

No Furrow on the Glow

Yet a Druidic Difference
Enhances Nature now- (1865)
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Poems 291

It sifts from Leaden Sieves -
It powders all the Wood -

It fills with Alabaster Wool
The Wrinkles of the Road -

It scatters like the Birds -
Condenses like a Flock -

Like Juggler’s Figures situates
Upon a baseless Arc -

It traverses yet halts -
Disperses as it stays -
Then curls itself in Capricorn -

Denying that it was - (1865, 1871, 1879)
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Appendix:

Poem 291 EHr=Eit 1862 4 » Ba(=i4418F Susan Gilbert ©

It sifts from Leaden Sieves—
It powders all the Wood.

It fills with Alabaster Wool
The Wrinkles of the Road—

It makes an Even Face

Of Mountain, and of Plain—
Unbroken Forehead from the East
Unto the East again—

It reaches to the Fence—
It wraps it Rail by Rail
Tillitis lostin Fleeces—
It deals Celestial Vail
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To Stump, and Stack—and Stem—

A Summer's empty Room—

Acres of Joints, where Harvests were,

Recordless, but for them--

It Ruffles Wrists of Posts
As Ankles of a Queen—

Then stills its Artisans—like Ghosts—
Denying they have been— (1862)
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Poem 1438

Sweet Skepticism of the Heart —

That knows — and does not know —
And tosses like a Fleet of Balm —
Affronted by the snow —

Invites and then retards the Truth

Lest Certainty be sere

Compared with the delicious throe

Of transport thrilled with Fear — (1877)
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The Snow-Storm

By Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

Announced by all the trumpets of the sky,
Arrives the snow, and, driving o'er the fields,
Seems nowhere to alight: the whited air

Hides hills and woods, the river and the heaven,
And veils the farmhouse at the garden's end.
The sled and traveler stopped, the courier's feet
Delayed, all friends shut out, the housemates sit
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Around the radiant fireplace, enclosed
In a tumultuous privacy of storm.

Come see the north wind's masonry

Out of an unseen quarry evermore

Furnished with tile, the fierce artificer

Curves his white bastions with projected roof
Round every windward stake, or tree, or door.
Speeding, the myriad-handed, his wild work
So fanciful, so savage, nought cares he

For number or proportion. Mockingly,

On coop or kennel he hangs Parian wreaths;
A swan-like form invests the hidden thorn;
Fills up the farmer's lane from wall to wall,
Maugre the farmer's sighs; and, at the gate,

A tapering turret overtops the work.

And when his hours are numbered, and the world
Is all his own, retiring, as he were not,

Leaves, when the sun appears, astonished Art
To mimic in slow structure, stone by stone,
Builtin an age, the mad wind's night-work,

The frolic architecture of the snow. (1841-1847) ﬁ@
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Two poems to be pre-read before next section:

What is the dramatic reversal unfolded in this poem?

Poem 479

Because | could not stop for Death--
He kindly stopped for me--

The Carriage held but just Ourselves--
And Immortality.

We slowly drove—He knew no haste
And | had put away
My labor and my leisure too,
For His Civility--
10
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We passed the School, where Children strove
At Recess—in the Ring--

We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain--

We passed the Setting Sun--

Or rather—He passed us--

The Dews drew quivering and chill--
For only Gossamer, my Gown--

My Tippet—only Tulle--

We paused before a House that seemed
A Swelling of the Ground--

The Roof was scarcely visible--

The Cornice—in the Ground--

Since then—‘tis Centuries—and yet
Feels shorter than the Day

| first surmised the Horses’ Heads
Were toward Eternity—

o

EREEBFECTITRE—
fthiF ME TR —
BE EHENRIEMm—
BAERG -

BAMEETRE — RN =
M EHH
RIS E BV

77 [CIfEfthEIRR SN —

BMEASRK  BEIFEER
TERESE—TEiRim—

B A EHE—RREREZNEN—
BMAIEEIERNS B —

FEEZE— s T Fm—
11

National Taiwan University

# OpenCourseWare

GUE-¥N ) E T


http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/ocw/copyright_declaration

BKE S SEREIIBIR—
E 7B B ihgAR - FRAIIRE—
TRV IE— A HY —

BT —REFATRD
MR EERY M E—
BESTRRETF—
et —

2B #taoBET R
IEZIRL & LEBBRIE S
BRI A BRIBETTAE
[EERmKSHIKIE—

What makes this garden poem unconventional?

Poems 367

| tend my flowers for thee—
Bright Absentee!

My Fuchsia’s Coral Seams
Rip—while the Sower—dreams—

Geraniums—tint—and spot—
Low Daisies—dot—

My Cactus—splits her Beard
To show her throat—

Carnations—tip their spice—
And Bees—pick up—

A Hyacinth—I hid—

Puts out a Ruffled Head—
And odors fall

From flasks—so small—

You marvel how they held—

Globe Roses—break their satin flake—
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Upon my Garden floor—
Yet—thou—not there—

| had as 13ife they bore
No Crimson—more—

Thy flower—be gay—
Her Lord—away!

Itill becometh me—

I’ll dwell in Calyx—Gray—
How modestly—alway—
Thy Daisy—

Draped for thee! (1862)
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Poem 1313:
“September's

g

The Manuscript Books of Emily
Dickinson, edited by R. W. Franklin,
published by The Belknap Press of

2| Baccalaureate...... Harvard University Press, 1981, pp. 1379-
Anfj turn ) 1380
Philosopher. BB RIS 46 ~ 52~ 65 RAIZEF o
Poem 112: Success RW !:ranklin, ed.f The poems of Emily
i< counted m Dickinson(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap

2-3 Press of Harvard University Press, 1998),

sweejcest ...... Burst op. 145-147.
agonized and clear! B RS 46+ 52 © 65 AIRMEF o
Poem 895: Further R.W. Franklin, ed., 7he poems of Emily
in Summer than the Dickinson(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap
Birds...... No m Press of Harvard University Press, 1998),

4 Furrow on the Glow pp. 831-836.
Yet a Druidic KIEEVEREESE 46 ~ 52 ~ 65 R BIBMEMA o
Difference
Enhances Nature
now-
Poems 291: It sifts RW !:ranklin, ed.3 The poems of Emily
from Leaden m Dickinson(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap

5 ) . Press of Harvard University Press, 1998),
S|ev§s ...... Denying op. 313-314 .
that it was - BB IEREEE 46+ 52 65 AIREEF o
Poem 291: It sifts RW !:ranklin, ed.f The poems of Emily
trom Leaden m Dickinson(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap

6 . . Press of Harvard University Press, 1998),
Sieves...... Denying op.311-312.
they have been— B IEREAE 46+ 52 © 65 ARG o
Poerm 1438: Sweet RW !:ranklin, ed.j The poems of Emily
Skepticism of the m Dickinson(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap

7 Press of Harvard University Press, 1998),

Heart...... thrilled
with Fear —

pp. 1259.
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Announced by all
the trumpets of the
sky, Arrives the
snow, and, driving
o'er thefields, ......
Builtin an age, the
mad wind's night-
work,The frolic
architecture of the
Snow.

The Poetry Foundation:
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/
poem/175142

2EHHA: 2013/12/24
RIFEERELSE46 ~ 52 ~ 65X SRR
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Poem 479: Because
| could not stop for
Death...... and yet
Feels shorter than
the Day | first
surmised the
Horses’ Heads Were
toward Eternity—

R.W. Franklin, ed., The poems of Emily
Dickinson(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap
Press of Harvard University Press, 1998),
pp. 492-493.
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Poems 367: | tend
my flowers for
thee...... Draped
for thee!

R.W. Franklin, ed., The poems of Emily
Dickinson(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap
Press of Harvard University Press, 1998),
p. 391-392.
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The Manuscript Books of Emily
Dickinson, edited by R. W. Franklin,
published by The Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press, 1981, pp. 1379-
1380.

RIFEEREETE 46 ~ 52 ~ 65 RSB[R
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The Manuscript Books of Emily
Dickinson, edited by R. W. Franklin,
published by The Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press, 1981, p. 535.
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The Manuscript Books of Emily
Dickinson, edited by R. W. Franklin,
published by The Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press, 1981, p. 536.
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