Survey of Selected Western Classics

Unit 14: Mark Twain
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Mark Twain

Mark Twain is the pen nhame
of Samuel Langhorne Clemens.
He was born on Nov. 30, 1835 and
passed away on April 21st, 1910.
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Mark Twain

Mark: 123

Twain: two

Mark Twain: Mark Two

HAR two $5BYE : two fathoms
1 fathom =6 feet, 180 cm.

National Taiwan University
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Mark Twain

“He was brought up in the
small town of Hannibal, Missouri,
on the Mississipp®River.”
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Mark Twain

When he was twelve, his
father passed away and he had to
guit school.

In 1907 Oxford University
conferred an honorary degree
upon him.
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Mark Twain

“He was successively a
printer’s apprentice, a tramp
printer, a silver miner, a
steamboat pilot on the
Mississippi, and a frorstier
journalist in Nevada and
California.” e
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Mark Twain
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Mark Twain

Mark Twain, Benjamin Franklin
(1706-1790), and Walt Whitman
(1819-1892) are three great
American writers who benefited
greatly from working at a printing
store.
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Mark Twain

AAR (1828-1912) ¥k »
SEM8 R 4845 (President Grant) 5%1.:.
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Mark Twain
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Mark Twain

1865 F AR ER /R “ The
Celebrated Jumplng Frog of

Calaveras County” ° FAZEA
Z1E= o

National Taiwan University

eeeeeeeeeeeeee

%ﬁﬂﬂﬁiiﬁ#ﬁ 11



Significance

“Whitman was the first wholly
‘American’ poetin his jettisoning of the
Old World verse tradition. Twain was
the first wholly ‘American’ prose
master in disregarding the Old World =
prose tradition.”
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“...the Twain realism springs...
especially from the living experience of
the informal, broad-shouldered, get-
things-done, make-it-up-as-you-go-
along America® Midwesterner.”
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“For the first time Twain made the
authentic American idiom and the “just
folks” American attitude into
significanteliterature.”
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Significance

William Faulkner once remarked,
“In my opinion, Mark Twain was the first
truly American writer, and all of us since
are his heirs, who descended from him.”
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Significance
[ [Twain] E##E24 “ the American
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“Innocents Abroad (1869), Twain’s
guffawing chronicle of his European
travels, is one hundred per cent
American in its total irreverence =
toward Old World culture.”
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“In writing about childhood experiences,
Mark Twain shows the trustworthiness of the
heart as seen in children, the pleasure of rural
American as seen through children’s eyes, the
moral decline that could accompany growing
up, and the sense of loss when childhood is
gone.”

e
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Significance

Twain BIRERMIE - LSHLAUEER
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Significance
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Significance
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FANE

Significance

The Man that Corrupted Hadleyburg
and Other Stories. (1900) > BFE
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Significance
Twain MNERBNXE - LEEEBXEN
REFRFEXRE HEEITEREHMAME -
1. fth¥HL localism / local
colorism BYEI{EIEs o

2. 189 colloquial style (¥ 7he
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn "RFITR)
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Significance

Localism: “Midwest America is
trumpeted as the only right and proper
norm; anything failing to conform to it
Is derided as ludicrsusly inferior.”
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“Twain and Henry Adams proved
the two most rigorous critics of those
distressing times propagated by the
new urban, industriagized society.”
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“Twain in his very lack of
intellectual depth spoke to the
common man in his own language,
sounding a perfervidsplea for justice

and humanity.”
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Significance

“Multitudes of Americans found in
Twain no high-falutin litterateur but
the genuine mouthpiece for their own
fears and exasperations, their own
fond deeams and hopes.”
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Significance

“He felt that a novelist must not try
to generalize about a nation. ‘No,’ he
says, ‘[The novelist] lays before you the
ways and speech and life of a few people
grouped in a certain place—hisown =
place—and that is one book.

OpenCourseWare
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“In time, he and his brethren will
report to you the life and the people of
the whole nation. ... When a thousand
able novels have been written, there you
have the soul of the people, the life of the
peoplegthe speech of the people,
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“and not anywhere else can these
be had.” Here he clearly defined the place
and function of local colorism, and
foresaw the coming in sections of the
‘great American novel’ to which hexdid
his best to contribute his share.”
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Significance

“One of Mark Twain’s significant
contributions to American literature lies
in the fact that he made colloquial
speech an accepted, respectable literary
medium in the literamy history of the
country.”
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“Sherwood Anderson took his cue
from Mark Twain and became. .. about
the first writer after Twain to take the
vernacular as a serious way ofspresenting
reality.
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Significance

“Anderson was a for a while
Hemingway’s mentor in the colloquial
style.
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Significance

“Ernest Hemingway was the direct
descendant of Mark Twain. His
masculine prose, with its infinite power
of suggestion and connotation, is the
continuation of and improvemsnt upon
Twain’s style.”
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Significance

T.S. Eliot EAFEEZE| Mark
Twain BYEREE > ﬂﬂw?.?% Twain FE| T —%
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Significance

J. D. Salinger FrEEZz The Catcherin
the Rye) BBEEZ %] Mark Twain BYSC£E >
—AxtEE - .
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Significance

“In modern and recent poetry there
Is a conversational element clearly
observable as is revealed in the works of
... Robert Frost, Carl Sandburg, William
Carlos Williams, E. E. Cummings, and even
inT.S. Edot and Ezra Pound.”
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Techniques

“Mark Twain drew heavily form his own
rich fund of knowledge of people and places.
He confined himself to the life with which he
was familiar, convinced, as he states in a letter
of 1890, that ‘the most valuable capital, or
culture or education usable in the buildingof
novels is personal experience.””
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Techniques

“His usable past was mostly related
to the Mississippi and the West which
incidentally became histmajor theme.”
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Techniques

“Life on the Mississipp/was such a
truthful description that Howells felt that
he could taste ‘the mud’ in it; Tom
Sawyer walked out of Twain’s pages
directly from his fresh memaory of his
boyhood in the West.”
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Techniques
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Techniques

A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur’s Court(1889), The Man That
Corrupted Hadleyburg (1900), The
Mysterious Stranger(1916), M KzfthBY
Autobiography (1924) &% AMHIRH AR
IBRYHLF] ©
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Techniques
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Major Works

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

(1876) —HARFLEAPEH T5H&EEY, -

B Twain I FREAIEE

%55 £

= The

M=

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885) o
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Huck Finn

Ernest Hemingway declared, "All
modern American literature comes from"
Huck Finn, and hailed it as "the best
book we've had”
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/tw/deed.zh_TW

Huck Finn

Huck Finn —HRRFLISEIEAZEZ
E—hRE T 39,000 7~ > z:U 1990 &1t
== 20, OOO 000 7= o ES EMENE
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Huck Finn

Twain:

“A classic is something that everybody
wants to have read and nobody veg:s to
read.” A classic is also “a book
which people praise and don’t read.”

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

? eeeeeeeeeeeeee
= AKBHBARPE 48


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/tw/deed.zh_TW
http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Huck Finn
EABBATR  Twain BREE
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Huck Finn

“Admirably suited to Twain’s purpose
s this centuries-old concentration upon
the ‘outsider’, the lower class youth
surviving by his wits and staminain a
society that alienates him.”
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Significance
Old world genteel tradition: K EE
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Significance

Huck Finn: Mark Twain
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Significance
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Huck Finn

“The book relates the story of the
escape of Jim from slavery and, more
important, how Huck Finn, floating along
with him and helping him as best as he
could, changes his mind, his prejudice
about Black people, and comes to accept
Jim asa man and as a close friend as well.”
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Huck Finn

“The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finntells a story about the United
States before the Civil War, around
1850, when the great Mississippi
Valley was still being settled.
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Huck Finn

“Here lies an America, with its
great national faults, full of violence
and even cruelty, yet still retaining
the virtues of ‘some simplicity, some
Innocence, some peace.’
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Huck Finn

“Here is a ‘hymn’ to that ante bellum
America, the moral values of which
vanished with the war. The machine and the
worship of money were on their way, but
the river-god, with its ‘sunlight, space,
uncrowded time, stillness, and danger,” had
not been forgotten.”
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http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Huck Finn

“Twain scrutinizes that vanished
South not as the realm of delight and
splendor but as a land brutalized by
the white man and cursed with negro

slavery.”ss
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Huck Finn

“At every river bend lurk the violence
and coarseness of white civilization; there
are thirteen corpses in the novel and a
plethora of cheating, hypocrisy, imposture,
quarreling, oppression.”
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Huck Finn

“Always the river is the refuge
from the insanities of so-called &=
civilization.”

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

? eeeeeeeeeeeeee
Z=AKHBARRE 60


http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Huck Finn

“The Mississippi is the awesome
symbol of the ceaseless current of
life and time, always bearing boon
and blight, the comforting familiar
and the dread arcane, upon its
changing surface.”
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Huck Finn

“The boat upon the eternal
waters is the individual psyche
floating upon the stream of lifeeand
consciousness.”
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Huck Finn

“HuckFinn is a veritable
recreation of living models. Huck, his
father, Jim, the swindlers (the Duke
and the Dauphin), Colonel Sherburn
and the drunkard Boggs all these
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Huck Finn

“...Serious problems are being
discussed through the narration of a little
illiterate boy. The fact of the wilderness
juxtaposed with civilization, the people
half wild and half civilized, many of whom
are coarse, vulgar, and brutal,
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Huck Finn

“such as the loafers of the town of
Brickville, amusing themselves by
torturing animals—pouring
kerosene on dogs and settmg them
on fire,
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Huck Finn

“democratic citizens quickly
changed into violent mobs, ready to
take the law into their own hands
and lynch people, or to seize people
and pour hot tar over them andide
them out of town on a rail, J—

eeeeeeeeeeeeee

ERBBNER 66


http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

Huck Finn

“and the fact of brutal slavery and of
human beings—the Blacks—being
sold in the market places likess
animals
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Huck Finn

“the Shepherdson-Grangerford feud
shown in all its senseless, sickening
perversion of a code of ‘honax,’
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Huck Finn

“the poignant portrayal of swindlers
which was a common sight in the
Southsthen--
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Huck Finn

“all these and many other incidents
are depicted in true-to-life detail as
the background against which Huck
Finn’s awareness of good and evil =
develops.”
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“He was brought
up in the small
town of Hannibal,
Missouri, on the
Mississippi River.’
“He was
successively a
printer’s
apprentice, a
tramp printer, a
silver miner, ......
and a frontier
journalistin
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Whitman was the

first wholly

‘American’ poet in

his jettisoning of

the Old World

verse 0
tradition...... in
disregarding the

Old World prose

tradition.

TREEE > (FEkgse) (836
BraSHhRst > 2012) > E 57 o
RIEEFREESE 46, 52, 65 RSIE
fEH o

Martin S. Day , A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,

1975), p.162.
KIBEIERELZSE 46, 52. 65 &R1E
fEH


http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration
http://ocw.aca.ntu.edu.tw/ntu-ocw/index.php/info/copyright_declaration

13

14

... the Twain
realism springs...

especially from the

living experience
of the informal,

...... make-it-up-
as-you-go-along
American

Midwesterner.

For the first time
Twain made the
authentic
American idiom
and the “just
folks” American
attitude into
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Martin S. Day, A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
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Martin S. Day, A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
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[Twain] BB
“the American
Dickens”----- Fap=]
PRI = B A&HE
s enen B L
EmBYIBEREA PR
B AE¥IFE o

/Innocents Abroad
(1869), Twain’s
guffawing
chronicle of his
European travels,
...... toward Old
World culture.
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Martin S. Day, A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.162.
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In writing about
childhood
experiences, ......
and the sense of
loss when

childhood is gone.
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Localism:
“Midwest America
Is trumpeted as
the only right and
proper norm;
anything failing to
conform to itis
derided as
ludicrously
inferior.

Twain and Henry
Adams proved the
two most rigorous
critics of those
distressing times
...... industrialized

PR I

e

Martin S. Day, A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.162.
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Martin S. Day , A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.162-163.
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Twain in his very

lack of intellectual

depth spoke to the
common manin 0
his own language,
sounding a

perfervid plea for

justice and

humanity.

Multitudes of

Americans found e
in Twain no high-

falutin litterateur

Martin S. Day, A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.163.
g#%%ﬁ%ii% 46. 52. 651R/IE
}Eﬁ o

Martin S. Day , A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.163.
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“He felt that a

novelist must not

try to generalize

about a 9
nation...... and e
that is one book.

“In time, he and

his brethren will

report to you the

life and the people

of the whole
nation......the 00
speech of the

people,
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and not anywhere
else can these be
had....... to which
he did his best to
contribute his
share.

One of Mark
Twain’s significant
contributions to
American
literature....... in
the literary history
of the country.
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“Sherwood
Anderson took his
cue from Mark
Twain and
became...... a
serious way of

presenting reality.

“Anderson was a
for a while
Hemingway’s
mentor in the
colloquial style.
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Ernest Hemingway
was the direct
descendant of
Mark Twain...... of
and improvement
upon Twain’s
style.

In modern and
recent poetry
thereis a
conversational
element...... and
evenin T.S. Eliot
and Ezra Pound.
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Mark Twain drew
heavily form his
own rich fund of
knowledge of
people and
places...... in the
building of novels
is personal
experience.

His usable past
was mostly related
to the Mississippi
and the West
which incidentally
became his major
theme

e
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Life on the
Mississippiwas
such a truthful
description that
Howells...... from
his fresh memory
of his boyhood in
the West.

Ernest Hemingway
declared, "All
modern American
literature comes
from" Huck Finn,
and hailed it as
"the best book
we've had"

o 00
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50

“Aclassicis......
nobody wants to
read.”

“a book which
people praise and
don’t read.”

Admirably
suited...... ina
society that
alienates him.

@ 00

WIKIPEDIA:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classic
book

=2 HEA : 2014/06/09

Brainy Quote:

http://www.brainyquote.com/quote
s/quotes/m/marktwain141696.html

= HEHA : 2014/06/09

Martin S. Day, A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.166.
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The book relates
the story of the
escape of Jim from
slavery and,
.....and comes to
acceptJimasa
man and as a close
friend as well.
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“The Adventures
of Huckleberry
Finntells a story
about the United
States...... when
the great
Mississippi Valley
was still being
settled.

“Here lies an
America, with its
great national
faults,...... some
Innocence, some
peace.’
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Here is a ‘hymn’ to
that ante bellum
America,

...... ‘sunlight,
space, uncrowded
time, stillness, and
danger,” had not
been forgotten.

Twain scrutinizes
that vanished
South not as the
realm of delight
and splendor but
as aland
brutalized by the
white man and

o
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Martin S. Day, A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.167.
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At every river bend

lurk the violence

and coarseness of

white civilization; 0
...... hypocrisy,

Imposture,

quarreling,

oppression.

Always the riveris

the refuge from e
the insanities of

so-called

civilization.

Martin S. Day, A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.167.
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Martin S. Day , A handbook of
American literature: a
comprehensive study from colonial
times to the present day (St. Lucia,
Q. : University of Queensland Press,
1975), p.167.
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“Huck Finnis a
veritable
recreation of living
models...... all
these characters
had prototypes in
real life.

“...Serious
problems are
being discussed
through the
narration of a little
illiterate boy......
many of whom are
coarse, vulgar, and
brutal,
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“such as the
loafers of the town
of Brickuville,
amusing
themselves by
torturing animals
—pouring
kerosene on dogs
and setting them
on fire,

“democratic
citizens quickly
changed into
violent mobs,
ready to take the
law...... pour hot
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“and the fact of
brutal slavery and
of human beings—
the Blacks—being
sold in the market
places like animals

“the Shepherdson-
Grangerford feud
shown in all its
senseless,
sickening
perversion of a
code of ‘honor,’
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“the poighant
portrayal of
swindlers which
was a common
sight in the South
then--

all these and many
otherincidents are
depicted in true-
to-life detail......
Huck Finn’s
awareness of good
and evil develops.
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