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Reading Shakespeare’s Plays

Introduction
to the course
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William Shakespeare
26 April 1564 - 23 April 1616

% Born and raised in Stratford-upon-
Avon.

Period—English Renaissance

x Widely regarded as the
greatest English poet
and playwright.

% showman (theater person) &
“maker” (to use the root of poet)
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William Shakespeare

. the Bard

« His surviving works,
consist of 38 plays,
154 sonnets, two
long narrative
poems.
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Shakespeare

x Sexuality, religious beliefs, and whether the works
were written by others still remain uncertainty.

x Shakespeare's work has made a lasting impression on
later theatre and literature.

x His use of language helped shape modern English.
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Sexuality of William Shakespeare

Marriage

At the acge of 18, Shakespeare married the 26-
year-old’Anne Hathaway, who was pregnant.

Playlng on his wife’s name:
“While others have their will, Ann has a way.”

“l hate” from hate away she z‘hreW

lél{%dsavedmy//fe saying “not you.”--sonnet

Nevertheless after only three years ofmarrlage
Shakespeare lefthlsfam|l¥an moved to
London, Someone su that this maylmply
that he felt trapped by athaway. D
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Sexuality of William Shakespeare

Possible affairs with women

« While in London, Shakespeare had a brief affair

with a woman during a performance of Richard
I,

« 26 of Shakespeare's 154 sonnets are love poems
addressed to a married woman (the so-called
"Dark Lady").
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Sexuality of William Shakespeare

POSSI

e IRund ed and twenty-six of Shakespeare’s

hcxmmem 0481t be love poems addressed to a
¥8H’?g man known as the "Fair Lord" or "Fair

« Sonnet20

A woman's face with nature’s own hand painted
Hast thou, the master mistress of my passion;

. Sonnetl8

Shall | compare thee to a summer’s day?
Thou art more lovely and more températe;

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shings,.............
And often is his gold complexion dimm '@&. s xmiuxns



Plays of Shakespeare

» Many critics believe that
Shakespeare's greatest tragedies
represent the peak of his art.

% |n 1595, Romeo and Juliet

% During 1600-1608, Hamlet,
Othello, King Lear, Macbeth.
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General Suggestions

Read the dra

ma through rapidly, browse w/t

stopping to look at footnotes

Go through't
Look up dou

ne play intensively, scene by scene
otful words in the glossarial notes

Investigate t
Dictionary

ne diction in Oxford English
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Pause & Think

Pause to ask at the end of each scene:
What dramatic purpose has the scene served?
Occasionally, to mark a lapse of time or

to provide an interval while the actors change
costumes

Artistic economy leads to a necessary
interlude, ex. Porter Scene
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Shakespearean Stage

Empty Stage/Bare Stage

No front curtain to drop at the end of the
scene

“Exeunt/Exit. Scenell. Enter...”

Vacating of the stage by all the
characters, to admit other characters

Smooth flow of scenes
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Character Sketches

« Supreme master in truth and vividness of
characterization

« Make character sketches of major
characters

 Jotdown character traits as a single word
or phrase followed by a phrase naming

Nalnoma\ Taiwan University
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Example: Romeo

Sleepless lover (in and out of love for Rosaline
who refuses to return his affection, 1.1)

To love with eye (falls in love with Juliet at first
sight, Ballroom Scene, 1.5)

Poor poet (metaphors shift, Balcony Scene, 2.2)

Driven wild (kills Tybalt to revenge for Mercutio,
leading to his exile)
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Plot Summary

« Make a summary after the completion of
study of the play

« Select details which highlight the
significance of the play

« Bigideas, central meanings
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Shakespeare’s Language

1. Prose
2. Verse ( dpoetry
rhymed verse & free verse

3. ballad
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Personal pronouns

Subject possessive case object

Thou thy (father) thee
thine (eye)
You your you

*“You” often refers to people of a higher rank.

A/a he
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Confusion for Modern
Readers

« Rare or archaic terms

« Terms look familiar and sound strange; meanings
have shifted; may have a sense unexpected by you

« The word may have been garbled by Shakespeare,
a scribe, or the printers
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Examples
Ex.1 Look when=whenever

EX.2 anon
Shake: right away
modern: by and by
Ex.2 fellow
Shake: insulting
modern: friendly
Ex.3 “solid” vs. “sullied” flesh”
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lambic pentameter

free verse (unrhymed verse #EE5F )

IMGREED
iambus ( {54 ):

metrical foot = unstressed syllable+
stressed syllable

Penta-meter (5 strong beats in a line)
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King Lear

]
Why should | adog, | ahorse, | arat, | have life,

A e

And thou | nobreath | atall? | Thou’ltcome | no more,
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MERNEY

« Christopher Marlowe

RO A A

Comelive | withme | andbe | my love
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Let’s Learn English With
Shakespeare
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Shakespeare Quotes - Plagiarism!

heard on the radio and television

Advertising media love to make use of
the Bard's sayings.

Authors used Shakespearean quotations
as titles for their books

Ex. Aldous Huxley’s The Brave New World

eeeeeeeeeeeeee

%kﬁﬂiﬁﬁ#ﬂ



Shakespeare’s quotable
guotes
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Politicians dig deep into their
pool of Shakespeare quotes

spoken pearls of wisdom

“Fair Play” vs. “Foul Play”
“Foregone Conclusion”
“One Fell Swoop”
“Vanished Into Thin Air”
“To thine own self be true”
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Shakespeare Quotes
have become household words

“I''ll not budge an inch”

“We have seen better days”

“My own flesh and blood”

| have “been tongue-tied”

“But me no buts”

“Slept not one wink”

“Inmy mind's eye” & Oyoncoirsaiane
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“A dish fit for the gods”

« Amealfitforaking
 ABlintz* fit for a prince

. (crepe RIEESH)
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Shakespeare is attributed with
writing
38 plays
154 sonnets
5 other poems
used about 21,000 words.

introduced nearly 3,000 words into the
language (OED)

'‘anonymous' part of the English language
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Hamlet

« “Tobe,ornotto be:thatisthe question”.
(Act lll, Sc. 1).

« “Frailty, thy name is woman”
(Act 1, Sc. I1).
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« “Alittle more than kin, and less than kind”.
(Act |, Scene ll).

« “The play's the thing wherein I'll catch the conscience
of the king”.

(Act I, Scene Il).
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Proverb about money

leithens horpues par afendetBe; Sariaan gl
the edge of husbandry”.

(Act I, Sc. Il1).

It’s a bad idea to borrow and lend money.
Money talks!

Money makes money.

A penny saved is a penny earned.
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WIKIPEDIA:
http://www.npg.org.uk/
collections/search/portrait/
mw11574/William-
Shakespearettartist

B {Eqnimzt : The portrait of William
Shakespeare, acquired by the
National Portrait Gallery in1856.
E%& : John Taylor (died 1651)
2|EEHEA : 2014/05/15
KIBEEREEE 46, 52. 6518S
R o
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WIKIPEDIA:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
File:Title_page_William_Shakespe
are%?27s_First_Folio_1623.jpg
{EfmiEat : Title page of the First
@ Folio, by William Shakespeare,
with copper engraving of the
author by Martin Droeshout, 1623.
Image courtesy of the Elizabethan
Club and the Beinecke Rare Book
& Manuscript Library, Yale
University.
{#FE%& : Tom Reedy
2IEEHEA : 2013/12/04 36
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WIKIPEDIA:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
File:Romeo_and_juliet_brown.jpg
E%& : Ford Madox Brown (1821-
1893)

B {EquiEit : Romeo and Juliet, Date
1870, oil on canvas, Delaware Art
Museum.

% : Jappalang

#|E HHA : 2013/12/04
IKIEEEREESE 46, 52, 651&E
IBEA o
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