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Chapter 6 abstract
@ The Azuchi-Momoyama period was centered on military commanders and_

great merchants, composing an era of splendor, freedom and variety. The
influence of Buddhism reduced, and the culture changed to a more secular
one. Himeji Castle and Tenshu tower at Azuchi Castle were regarded as the
representative architectures of this period. In the castle there were
decorative paintings like “shohekiga” (wall paintings) and “byobu” (folding
screens); the Kano school was the representative school for shohekiga.

@ Tea ceremony flourished at this time, and Sen no Rikyu, the Saint of Tea,

| established the foundation and the essential quality of tea ceremony._

Kabuki, a classical Japanese dance-drama, was also introduced by the

| appearance of a female performer Izumo_no Okuni.

@ The “Nanban culture” from the West brought Japan new things and ideas,
such as guns and Christianity, which had had profound impacts on Japan.
The Westerners who came to Japan this time, mainly Spanish and
Portuguese, were called “Nanbanjin.”
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